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Artwork in Government 
To comprehend the vast plethora of art in this diverse country, and to fully grasp the collective 
creative temperament of the times, it is helpful to understand how the very infrastructure of this 
nation regards, reacts to, and supports its artists and their work. Take a browse through the stacks 
to see art, as it is defined, appreciated and used by the United States Government. 
National Foundation of the Arts and Humanities Act of 1965- Declaration of Purpose: “Sec.2 
The Congress hereby finds and declares…(5) that while no government can call a great artist or 
scholar into existence, it is necessary and appropriate for the federal government to help create 
and sustain not only a climate encouraging freedom of thought, imagination, and inquiry but also 
the material conditions facilitating the release of this creative talent; (6) that the world leadership 
which has come to the United States cannot rest solely on superior power, wealth, and 
technology, but must be solidly founded upon worldwide respect and admiration for the Nation’s 
high qualities as a leader in the realm of ideas and of the spirit; (7) that, in order to implement 
these findings, it is desirable to establish a National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities.” 
“We take pride in the power of imagination that animates and sustains our democracy. We are, 
and always will be, a nation of creators and innovators. This small agency (The National 
Endowment for the Arts) fosters the creativity that has made democracy the call heard around the 
world. May it long continue to preserve such creativity and freedom.” – Bill Clinton 
 
More Information can be found on the following websites: 
• National Endowment for the Arts website: http://www.nea.gov 
• Smithsonian Arts website: http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/Art_and_Design 
• National Gallery of Art website: http://www.nga.gov 
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